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Definition of the word DEADLINE: noun
*the latest time or date by which something should be 

completed.

In other words: time limit, limit, finishing date, target 
date, cutoff point.

To all members, I know you mean well, but I have to 
stress the deadline date is going to be enforced from now 
on.  Many of you write me asking when the magazine will 
be out, and some say it is always late...well hello! it is late 
because people keep sending me articles, inclusions, etc 

AFTER the deadline.

Articles MUST be in pdf or word documents and be 
PRINT READY.  I can not continue to reformat articles as 
this is too time-consuming.  Photos MUST be a minimum 

of 300dpi or it will result in a blurry picture.  Your call.

Front cover:  Coomba Silver Strike owned by Jan Fraser - Photo by Tracey Bavinton
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Area Co-Ordinators
Please contact these people in your area for information about IMHR or shows and activities in your area.  

Contact the Secretary if you would like to be an Area Co-Ordinator.
Debra Milne       South Australia     pony.park@hotmail.com

Rebecca Beriman     South Australia     rberiman@bigpond.com
Wal & Tracey Filicietti      Lismore NSW     Wat.4@bigpond.com

Barb Turnbull     Mackay Qld     horseymum@hotmail.com
Alan & Geraldine Peters   Maryborough, Childers, Apple Tree Creek,  

Bundaberg, Biggenden, Gin Gin algera1@dodo.com.au  
Fiona Cameron    Central West NSW   allawaastud@yahoo.com

Jennifer  Elliot       N Qld      jendanielle@yahoo.com.au
Donna Gilroy Hunter Valley/Newcastle donnamaylea@netcentral.com.au

Welcome New Members
646 Amy Lyn Hoult
647 NFP
648 Joanne Holland
649 Kelly Belling
650 Paul Camilleri
651 NFP
652 Bobby Joel
653 NFP
654 NFP
655 Jackie Ferris
656 NFP
657 Stuart & Sally Muller
658 Maree Berry
659 Teneille Kennedy
660 Ann Brown
661 Trevor & Caroline Auld
662 Marissa Tandy
663 Aleisha Chadbone
664 Carla Chinnery
665 NFP
666 Raelene Stewart
667 Lorrie McNeil
668 Karen Shore
669 NFP
670 Willa Jayd Gillis

* NFP = Not for publication

671 Rebecca Bell
672 Emma Leary
673 Kye Latimer
674 Kerry Cannon
675 Nicola Donoghue
676 Sherell & Kyra O’Brien
677 Leanne, Bradley & Daniel Redman
678 Julie Miller
679 Elizabeth O’Brien
680 Frances Gay Hampton
681 Julie & Josh Love
682 Debra Chapman
683 Christine Slade & Sarah Woloszyn
684 NFP
685 Karen Cobb
686 Tracey & Keith Golchert
687 Lorraine Wilkinson
688 Cindy McErlane
689 Geraldine McPharlane
690 Julianne Kennedy
691 Catherine Dempsey
692 Dennis & Tracey Beggs
693 Kay Dodds
694 Rowena Wall
695 Corvan Park Stud
696 Parker & Raines

Who will be member 700 !???
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IMHR Contacts
President (National Office)

Leanne Williams
“Lakeview” 

2459 Currawang Road
Currawang  NSW  2580

Ph: (02) 4844 6393
Fax: (02) 9475 4671

info@minihorseinfo.com

Vice President:
Marie Bimr

Ph: (02) 6554 2261
mbimr@bigpond.net.au

Secretary:
Leonie Boehme

Ph: (02) 4829 2209
       leonieb@whisperingpines.net.au

Treasurer:
Kerrie Pendred

Kerrie_Pendred@pillar.com.au

Presidents Report

Committee:

Dan Houghton—QLD
grubman70@hotmail.com

John Bellette-NSW
johnbellette1@bigpond.com

Non-Committee Positions:

MHQ Editor
Trish Blinkhorn

minifarm@tpg.com.au

Webmaster
Brenda Oldenhof

silverstarmini@bigpond.com

Powerboard Administrator
Bronwyn Drew

mumbeaupark@dodo.com.au

Horse Deals Ad Co-Ordinator
Brenda Peet

peetribe@aapt.net.au

I can’t believe it’s our 4th Anniversary !!!   IMHR Inc. was incorporated and launched in Sept 2005.  
We have certainly achieved a lot in such a short time and it doesn’t look like slowing down.  Thank you 
again to all our supporters !

Stallion returns and renewals have been piling in so the office is again very busy.  We are getting 
through the backlog of registrations and we thank you for your patience.  Please remember that if you 
are entering an IMHR Feature Show and you are waiting for your registrations, just write IMHR PEND-
ING on the entry form and we will match them up in the office for you.

We are fortunate to have Wayne Hipsley heading down under to facilitate some more educational 
clinics.  The first one is for the Donkey Society in Canberra and the second is for Miniature Horse and 
will be held in Maryborough QLD.  Thank you to Geraldine for your assistance in organising this clinic.  
See the website for booking forms and information.

Please don’t forget to send in your foal brag shots to the Editor for upcoming issues of MHQ.  We all 
LOVE those baby photos.

Good luck to those out in the show ring and to all our members expecting foals.

Leanne Williams
President     P.S.  Don’t forget AGM - 15th November 2009 @ Goulburn !



6   Miniature Horse Quarterly - Issue 16

Please email the contacts listed below for more details:
 
7th & 8th November  .: Donkey Judging Clinic (Wayne Hipsley) @ Canberra ACT (Email    
     southernxdonk@yahoo.com.au for info)
14th & 15th November .: Miniature Horse Judging Clinic (Wayne Hipsley) @ Maryborough    
     QLD (Agenda & booking form online)
4th – 6th December  .: NSW State Championship Show @ Taree NSW (Program & entry   
     form online soon)
8th – 11th April 2010 .: IMHR National Show @ Tamworth (Show Premium online soon)
 
If you have events or activities in your area that would be of interest to our members, please advise the 
Secretary.   Remember, if you would like to have events or shows in your area, you need to contact the 
Secretary.  If there is enough interest we can run Feature Shows in all areas once we have the support.

2009 Annual General Meeting
15th November 2009 @ midday
Goulburn Workers Club, NSW

All welcome.

Now is your opportunity to nominate for 
a position on Committee or to propose a 

change to our Constitution.

Nominations/proposals must be received 
by 16th October.
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News From The Hunter 
30th & 31st May 2009 Hunter Valley Regional Appaloosa Club 

Back to Back Show Results over the 2 days: 

 

 

Junior Youth High point 

Equal First Dane Peet and Kate Papadopoulos 

Snr Youth Hi Point  

Ashlee Peet  

Junior Horse Hi Point 

1st Chillie Winds Shamelessly Special with Coomba Smokey Joe hot on his heels  

The 2 horses divided by only 1 point 

Snr horse High point 

Atlanta Rebel Silhouette owned by Debbie and Stephanie Meyrick 

2
nd

 Spellbound Hocus Pocus owned by Ashlee Peet  

Again only 1 point separating the 2 horses  

 

The points for the year have been counted and will be awarded at the  

HVRAC presentation dinner in August. 

 CONGRATULATIONS to the following winners 

 

Hi Point Miniature Halter Horse 

Pixieland Peppers Painted Perfection, Donna and Jamie Gilroy 

Reserve Belle Capri Showcayse Sheza, Doll Debbie and Stephanie Meyrick 

Hi Point Halter Small Horse Atlanta Rebel Silhouette, Debbie and Stephanie 

Meyrick 

Reserve Spellbound Heart 'n' Soul Tegan Fisher 

 

Hi Point Halter Little Horse Spellbound Shooting Star, Owned by Charlotte and Michael Culver 

 

Hi Point Junior Youth Dane Peet 

Reserve Claire Gilroy 

 

Hi point Senior Youth Tegan Fisher 

Reserve Stephanie Meyrick 

 

Hi Point Performance Horse Spellbound Hocus Pocus owned by Ashlee Peet 

Reserve Crystal Park Wind in the Mist owned by Dane Peet 

 

We would like to thank our sponsors over the past year.  
Without you we would not have been able to present  

Our winners with wonderful Trophies and Goodies. 

 

Spellbound Miniatures 

IMHR 

Tashwood Rugs 

HVRAC 

Liz Mudd from Summit Equestrian 

Medowie Pet and Produce 

Shikinah Miniatures 

 

Thank you IMHR for your 

support of these shows 

Upcoming Shows 

30/08/09 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: TBA 

27/09/09 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

24/10/09 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

25/10/09 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

29/11/09 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

27/02/10 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

28/02/10 HVRAC 'A' SHOW JUDGE: 

Contact Donna Gilroy if you need any more 

information donnamaylea@netcentral.com.au  
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The Scoop On Feed
by: Marcia King

February 01 2006, Article # 6573

Sweet feeds, pelleted feeds, textured feeds, concentrate mixes, processed mixes...many novice (and seasoned) horse 
owners are confused over what these feeds are, the purposes they serve, and which horses benefit from them. Read on to 
learn how you can separate the wheat (or grain) from the chaff to see what is right for your horse.

Sweet Feed

Sweet feed--also known as textured feed, textured concentrate, and concentrate mix--is a grain-based horse feed, sold 
by the bag and formulated to be readily consumed by the horse, says Gary Heusner, PhD (equine nutrition), associate 
professor and extension horse specialist at the University of Georgia. “Sweet feed is primarily composed of grains (usually 
oats, barley, or corn), a supplemental protein, minerals, and vitamins, with relatively high levels of molasses.”

The grain is whole or coarsely crushed and is plainly visible and discernible in the mix; the supplement is usually in pelleted 
form. Grains might be listed by name (i.e., oats) or simply as “grain products,” in which case the consumer doesn’t know 
what grains are present in the mix without visually inspecting the contents. The tag also lists the minimum levels (in 
percentages) of crude protein and crude fat, and the maximum level of crude fiber.

The molasses improves palatability, reduces the depth (bulk) of the feed, and, if added in liquid (wet) form, makes the feed 
a little sticky, thus preventing pellets from settling or being sorted out and ignored by the horse. Notes Judy Marteniuk, 
DVM, associate professor of equine medicine and extension at Michigan State University, “For those reasons, you usually 
want a mix containing wet molasses. Some feeds contain dry molasses, which doesn’t bind the supplements or cause 
depth reduction. The label will indicate whether wet or dry molasses is used.”

Because most sweet feeds do not contain enough roughage sources, they are not considered to be complete or balanced 
feeds.

“Roughage is any feed ingredient that contains more than 18% crude fiber,” Heusner explains. “Generally this means some 
type of hay, but also can imply a coarser, bulkier feedstuff such as cottonseed hulls, peanut hulls, etc.”

Thus, most horses should still eat hay, forage, or a nutritionally complete and balanced pelleted feed (more on pelleted feed 
later) in addition to their sweet feed.

Although incomplete, sweet feeds are used in the diet for several reasons:

For extra energy--Racehorses, endurance horses, working horses, farm horses, growing horses, and lactating horses 
are among those that might not get enough calories or energy from forage. Sweet feed provides that. “But a lot of owners 
mistakenly perceive their horses need grain to survive, which is not the case,” warns Marteniuk. “Depending on the hay 
quality or the pasture situation, a horse may need a vitamin/mineral supplement, but the majority of horses in this country 
need little to no extra energy for the amount of work they do.”

To encourage eating--This might be when a horse’s appetite is depressed or the horse is off feed due to some type of 
stressor. “The horses that most benefit from sweet feed are weanlings and those that are recovering from illness,” says 
Heusner. “Sweet feeds seem more acceptable to these horses than other feeds: Horses will tend to start eating the sweet 
feeds quicker, as horses tend to choose sweet feeds over pelleted feeds.” He also notes that horses are less likely to go off 
sweet feed, whereas with pelleted feeds horses seem to be more likely to refuse to eat.

Offers a greater “chew factor” than pelleted feed--States Heusner, “Horses seem to need to chew a minimum number of 
times per day to maintain normal gastrointestinal function. This may be partially related to saliva production to help maintain 
proper pH (saliva buffers or helps regulate acidity in the stomach) and the fact that the horse’s GI tract was designed to 
consume many small meals over an extended period of time (grazing). If a horse does not have enough ‘chew factor’ in its 
diet, not only may gastrointestinal function be compromised, but the horse may become bored and look for something to 
chew on. Along the same lines, some horses that eat too fast or are prone to choke are less likely to choke on sweet feed 
because the horse has to chew it longer than pelleted feed. Horses in general eat a pelleted feed faster than the same 
amount of a textured or sweet feed.”

Readily available, consistent quality, easy to feed--”A lot of people either cannot get or store enough good-quality hay, or 
hay is not cost effective,” says Marteniuk. “With packaged feeds, you go down to your dealer or grain elevator and purchase 
100 or 200 pounds for a week or two. From week to week, the quality is the same, so you can work it into your horse’s diet 
versus lining up enough good-quality hay, then finding a place to store it.” Packaged feeds are easy to feed, too. Since 
they’re sold in plastic, paper, or hemp bags, just scoop out a ration, place it in the horse’s grain bucket, and you’re good to 
go.

For use in feeding medications--”Sweet feeds may mix better with medication that you wish to feed with your grain,” notes 
Robert Kline, PhD (animal science), extension horse specialist for The Ohio State University. That’s because the wet 
molasses helps bind the medication to the grain.

Sweet feed does have a few drawbacks, though. For starters, even with wet molasses, the various grains can separate and 
settle out, allowing the horse to selectively eat the grains he chooses. “The molasses content can also cause the feed to be 
more prone to caking and spoiling in hot, humid weather and more prone to freezing in the winter,” warns Heusner. “This 
can mean big problems if you are storing the sweet feed in a bulk bin.” To prevent spoilage, Marteniuk recommends that 
sweet feed be used within a week or two of opening the bag.

Sweet feed can also attract flies due to its molasses content, says Kline.

            Continued over...
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Continued from previous page...

Additionally, sweet feed could be bad for horses with certain health problems, including metabolic syndrome, insulin 
resistance, polysaccharide storage myopathy, and peripheral Cushing’s disease, says Marteniuk. “These horses should not 
be fed a carbohydrate-based diet, as it can exacerbate their problems.”

Pelleted Feeds

Pelleted feeds are kibbled or nuggeted. Says Kline, “Pelleted feed takes all of the grains, protein supplements, vitamin 
supplements, and minerals, and grinds them up. Then, using heat and moisture, the mixture is formed into pellets.”

Unlike sweet feeds where the grains are separate and visible and the vitamin/mineral/protein mix is pelleted, all of the label 
ingredients in pelleted food are contained in each pellet or nugget; nothing is segregated. Extruded feeds are a similar type 
of pellet, except they undergo high-pressure processing that causes the pellets to expand and puff out after they emerge 
from the pellet maker. “Extruding makes a uniform product that is more digestible than unprocessed grains,” Kline says. “It 
does destroy some of the vitamins in the feed, but manufacturers add them back, so there is no problem.”

Heusner states, “Pellet sizes vary from about one-quarter to one inch in diameter to one-third to one inch in length. The size 
of the pellet depends upon the die through which the ground mixed feed is passed under low pressure and in the presence 
of injected steam. There is an art to making a good pellet, as you can easily make them too hard or too soft. Pelleted feeds 
can be made from any feedstuffs or combination of feedstuffs possible. Generally for horse feed, the pellets will fall into one 
of four different types--grain mixes, complete feeds, roughages, and supplements.”

Pelleted feed offers the same convenience as sweet feed--it’s readily available, easy to store, easy to work with, and has 
consistent quality. Pelleted feeds also offer more energy with less bulk, something that could be important for racehorses 
and endurance horses. Other benefits include:

No sorting of preferred ingredients--Each pellet uniformly contains all of the ground ingredients, so sorting out preferred 
ingredients isn’t possible.

Longer shelf life--”Pellets usually remain fresh longer than sweet feeds due to ingredients added to preserve storage life,” 
says Kline. “They resist spoilage.” They also are generally more dense and easier to store.

Can be used to individualize a diet--”Pelleted feeds that are supplements work very well for people who like to feed 
their own grain and mix in a protein/mineral/vitamin supplemental pellet,” says Heusner. “They can adjust the level of 
supplementation based on the forage they are feeding as well as the grains they may be using.”

Easier to chew--This is good for geriatric horses without premolars or molars left to masticate feed. Says Heusner, “Pellets 
can be wetted for these types of horses to provide a gruel.”

Offers a balanced diet for foals and weanlings--Says Kline, “All horses, no matter the age, should receive at least 50% of 
their ration as roughage. To meet the foal’s need for protein and energy for rapid growth, grain needs to make up about 
50% of the total ration. Yearlings need about 25% of the total ration as grain to meet their growth needs.

“Sweet feeds, even with molasses to bind fine particles to the grain, do not always hold the fines to the grain well; the foal 
will leave the fines in the feed pan and thus not get a good, balanced diet,” adds Kline.

On the downside, because pelleted feed isn’t sticky, the horse could sift out medications tossed into a bucket of pelleted 
feed. To reduce that possibility, dampen the feed with water or mix in a little bit of molasses to help the medications stick to 
the pellets, Marteniuk advises.

In addition, the owner can’t look at the feed and discern what’s in there.

“A lot of feed labels say, ‘May contain the following list of ingredients: Grain products, processed grain by-products,’ etc.,” 
says Marteniuk, “so you don’t have a clue what it is--corn, oats, barley, whatever.”

Cost Differences?

In general, expect to pay more for sweet and pelleted feed than for good-quality hay. “Grains cost more than hay, in most 
situations,” explains Kline. “But that will depend on where you live and how good the current hay is. Pellets and sweet feed 
tend to cost about the same, although sweet feed is usually a little cheaper than a pelleted feed as pelleting takes more 
processing.”

Be Realistic

There are valid reasons to feed grain products or complete feed products, but if you can get enough good-quality hay 
and find the storage for it, most horses will do much better on a roughage diet versus a grain diet, Marteniuk says. “Never 
exceed 50% of the diet coming from concentrate,” she advises.

When it comes to making feeding decisions, keep in mind that horses did not evolve as oat and corn crunchers. While the 
hard-toiling athlete or working horse often thrives on the additional energy provided by sweet feeds, and the tender-toothed 
senior benefits from more easily chewed pelleted feeds, the physical and behavioral well-being of most horses is best 
served with a forage diet.

Be realistic in assessing the demands placed on your horse, the energy he truly expends, and his health status, allowing 
those criteria to be your feeding guide.
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Equine Recurrent Uveitis
Article by member Cherie Goninon

Recently I had my mini mare diagnosed with Equine Recurrent Uveitis, which may be little known in the miniature horse world.  
Those red cornered runny eyes with conjunctivitis should be a matter of concern for any owner or breeder - horses with blue 
eyes.  ERU can be devastating and over the course of months to years, cause blindness in one or both eyes.  If glaucoma de-
velops, in the case of my mare; the eye will have to be removed.  Horses with ERU can exhibit many different clinical signs.

The  most common are increased tears, squinting, redness, conjunctivitis and cloudiness.  Other clinical signs are misshapen 
pupils, small pupil miosis, blindness, cataract formation and bleeding inside the eye.  It is important to  know that even if the 
horse does not show any signs of discomfort with glaucoma, the eye is uncomfortable and will give the horse a headache-type 
of pain.

The cause is unknown.  ERU is a non-specific, immune mediated disease that results in repeated episodes or attacks of inflam-
mation of the eyes or eye.  Genetics may play a role.  As Appaloosas with antibodies to Leptospira are 8 times more likely to 
become blind as a result of ERU. 

Each attack of uveitis in cumulative - tat is, the damage from each attack adds on to the damage from previous attacks.
Consistent treatment is very important.

My mare is a bald faced overo with one pale blue eye and one dark blue eye.  The ERU is in the pale blue eye.

Hi fellow IMHR members.

We the Mini exhibitors in North Queensland, are proud and excited about our first news input for the IMHR magazine. Although 
we are very small in the area of exhibiting and breeding size, we are finding that interest in our little four legged friends is 
increasing. We look forward to making the NQ area an attractive place for other exhibitors south and west to visit and exhibit 
their pride & joy.

At present we do not have any mini shows other than Agricultural shows.  Which because of the size of the area means 
greater travel.  Exhibitors have indicated they want more mini shows in the future, as well as the regular Ag shows.

On 26-29th June 09 at the Townsville show we had a good response to the mini classes, and with the gathering interest & 
IMHR support, it went off well.  Results are posted on the IMHR web site.

Recent Charters Towers Pastoral & Mining Association (Charters Towers Show 27 July 09) was to us all here a very successful 
show.  More exhibitors are coming out of the woodwork and seeking more classes.  We found IMHR very accepting and 
supportive in every way.  Exhibitors have indicated their interest in more sponsorship & promotion of IMHR in the future.  
Discussions have started in regards to having more events in future shows.  So look out you guys! You never know we might 
have a Feature Show up here in the future, to rival what is in the South. 

I wish to extend thanks on behalf of all our exhibitors who exhibited at the Charters Towers Show to Loretta & Herbert (Bert) 
Brown of Doowsnevar Miniature Stud, for their sponsorship of IMHR classes, Garland, Trophy, and Rosettes & Prize Money.  
Results are posted on the IMHR web site. 

As stated before we here are determined to have this show a feature Mini show to make IMHR proud to support the North and 
promote our four legged friends.  Till next time good luck everyone for the future.

John Czapracki, Kea Park Stud  & Jennifer  Elliott, Jendanelle Stud.
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In memory of ‘Jo’
Our beautiful young stallion was taken from us by a freak accident in his 

paddock on March 5 this year.
Scott Creek Monarch Fantastic (USA) was the son of Sierra Dawn Unos 
Monarch - one of Americas multi awarded National stallions and sire of a 

multitude of continuously winning offspring in the USA show rings.
Lovingly called Jo - after his breeder Joanne Ross, who hand-picked this little 
guy for us to suit our breeding program; he died just 2 weeks before his 5th 
birthday.  His first 4 babies except one, were lost to the ravages of Equine 

Influenza that hit our stud during foaling season and Jo’s first son was just 17 
days old when he contracted the disease and had to be euthanised.  

Jo has left behind 2 beautiful daughters and a son who will carry on his superb 
bloodlines, and we are eagerly awaiting the birth of his final baby.

His son lives in Sydney and is treading a path of which Jo would be proud 
2008 IMHR National Reserve Champion Gelding
2008 TDWP&AC OPEN CHAMPION GELDING

2008 TDWP&AC OPEN GRAND CHAMPION MINIATURE HORSE
2009 Champion Pinto Jnr Gelding

2009 Res. Champion Horse or Pony n.e 10.2h 
Jo himself was Reserve Champion All Open Colt/Stallion

Reserve Champion All Open Best Broken Colour
MHAA Reserve Champion Colt/Stallion

NSW MHAA State Reserve Champion 2 YO Colt under 31” 

RIP

IMHR Powerboard – Your Forum
Hi  everyone, I am Bronwyn Drew, the 
administrator of the IMHR Powerboard. 
Now many of you may not know of or even heard 
about the Powerboard; so let me explain.

The Powerboard is your contact with other IMHR 
members. It is a place you can ask questions; 
get advice [remembering it is informal advice]; 
show off your horses; tell other members about 
shows in your area; advertise horses and items 
for sale and/or wanted and just generally have a 
bit of a chat all in one place.  Your Powerboard 
can be a very useful resource.  It is also a great 
‘meeting’ place for newbies into the wonderful 
world of miniature horses.

If you have not signed up for the Powerboard please visit the IMHR website, www.minihorseinfo.com 
and click on the “Powerboard, when this page opens the click on the Link http://imhr.invisionzone.
com/ this will take you to the Powerboard, once here please take the time to register so that you can 
post and reply on the board, this is a simple task. 

When signing up to the Powerboard please send me an email and let me know that way you can 
be up and running quickly. If you have any problems with using the Powerboard please email me 
directly at mumbeaupark1969@bigpond.com or give me a call on 02 6886 1580 and I will be happy 
to help you. Bronwyn Drew Powerboard Administrator.

Loved by all at Crystal Park
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SPOTLIGHT ON PRODUCTS

WIN a 
PregnaMare 

Kit with 
thanks to 

Kingstons !!

Tickets are 
$5.00 each.  

Contact the 
Secretary for 

tickets. 
Drawn 15th 
November
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Notice to Members
With the increasing number of registrations and transfers being received at the office, 
it becomes even more important to ensure that your paperwork is completed correctly 

and completely to speed up processing.

To assist with this, we have put together a handy reference guide to help you and give 
you useful tips to ensure that you have given us all the information we need.

The information is on the website www.minihorseinfo.com on the FORMS page.  
Please read this carefully and hopefully a lot of your questions will be answered.  Do 

not hesitate to contact the Secretary if you require assistance.

Any incomplete or incorrect paperwork received at the office will incur a reprocessing 
fee.

Remember - do not email the office with your information - please print it and put it 
with your membership or registration paperwork.  Due to the volumes, it is impossible 
for us to keep matching up the paperwork for you.  You don’t need to email us to tell 

us in advance that you have paid - just print the receipt and put it with your paperwork 
and post it in together. 

Thank you all for your cooperation - it is very much appreciated.
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Photos from recent shows

For full results on these and other shows please log on to our website at 

www.minihorseinfo.com or visit the PowerBoard

**M Smith’s Southwind Painted Doll
Supreme Min. Exhibit  Charters Towers

Supreme Miniature Mare/ Filly Townsville

**Mathew Elliott and Jendanelle Raggedy 
Ann

**J & E Czapracki’s Treybyrne’s Icy’s 
Warrior

Champion Exhibit Male Charters Towers  

**B & L Brown’s Tiny Toy Silver Fire & Ice Chillie Wynds Shamelessly Special
National Grand Champion Jnr Per-

formance Small Horse

Shikinah Lady Ashlee
National Res. Grand Champion Jnr 

Performance Small Horse

Photos with ** are by Dale Knuth
www.aberdaleimages.com

In Loving Memory of

Michael Bainbridge
 

Who passed away soon after the 2009 Nationals 

He loved to watch his girl Star perform at the shows 

Sadly missed by us all here in the Hunter

We are all blessed to have known you if only for a short time



   Issue 16 - Miniature Horse Quarterly      23

 
Training for Performance – Naturally Part 6 

By: Brenda Peet 

SIDE PASSING YOUR HORSE 

MMMM how is this done? 

“OK Angel lets tell them how” 
Start by standing in front of your horse straight back don’t bend or ?? 

That’s right they will turn their hindquarters because they have learnt that 
move. 

(NO poles yet) holding the clip use your stick to tap the ground beside your 
horse front back front back and see if your horse wants to move away from 

the commotion if so REWARD with a rub if not then rotate your stick in a 
anti-clockwise direction tapping the horses belly on the up motion getting a 
little harder with each tap BUT not till it becomes a whack, once they have 
taken a step or 2 REWARD with a pat and big smiles  Practice for a few 

more days DON”T over do things 

Woohoo now your horse should be side passing with confidence 

DON”T LOOK FOR PERFECTION YET!!! 

Just get the momentum going a few feet is enough. When they are clear on what you are asking put your 
stick on the ground stay in the same position & use your arm instead of your stick using the same motion as 
when you were holding the stick. If they are reluctant just click your fingers on the up motion, or just rotate 
your hand at their side, If they still aren’t on the move go back to the stick till they are very clear on what you 
want 
Now try side passing over a log start in the middle. Walk your horse over it till the pole is in the middle of their 
belly, if they are unsure just stand there and calmly use your string and stick to reassure them all is ok. 
Horses are very unsure of things under their bellies. Once all is calm and settle ask your horse to side pass 
onside first this is the easiest side for them, you will find they will want to come forward, just gently push them 
back with your stick or hand, if they go back ask them by combing the rope to come forward again it may 
take a few tries but they are smart and it will all come together…then you can start lengthening the lead hold 
it a few inches from the clip, than a few more, soon you will able to side pass your horse from 12’ way or 
more.                              

Remember the Golden Rule? Mirror everything 

Just remember you need practice, patience, gentleness, calmness firmness in equal doses and most 
importantly  

GOOD leadership skills. 

 

  

 

 

This is an offside side pass.                                                          This is an onside side pass. 

See the positioning 
of Dane and Ashlee’s 

hips they are 
Square onto the 

horse’s nose and the 
other hand  

out to the side 
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PROBLEMS OF THE BROODMARE
(continued from Issue 15)

Is there a problem if a mare tests in foal but continues to cycle?
Normally, between 21 – 40 days the pregnant mares’ ovaries produce large numbers of small follicles, which go through a 
process of luteinization without ovulation. This is to assist in the production of progesterone from these follicles to maintain 
pregnancy.

Occasionally, in their process of maturity, these follicles excrete more oestrogen than can be suppressed by the mare and she 
‘shows’ due to its presence.

If the pregnancy is normal and well established, the mare may show but will very vigorously resent being approached by 
teasers or stallions and, while an occasional mare ends up being served under these circumstances, usually the mare wins and 
is not served.

What should an owner do if a mare conceives twins?
Get rid of them if possible, either by reduction through crushing before 30 days, or, if between 45-55 days, by surgical 
removal of one twin, or by the use of prostaglandin.

Approximately 1% of mares carrying twins at 42 days will deliver live twins; 13% will deliver a single live viable foal; 86% 
will abort, have full term dead twins or weak non-viable single foals with a second dead foal. About 10% of all infertile 
mares have a history of ‘aborted twins’ or had dead twins, so allowing twins to progress to full term is a financially disastrous 
exercise. You may lose the mare, she may be infertile, or you may end up with a weak, undersized bent-legged foal.

But you will always find that ‘ray of sunshine’ who has had a magnificent pair of twins, both champions, but is the other risk 
of infertility, laminitis, no foal at all, and infertility too high a price if you are not the lucky 1%?

What is prostaglandin used for?
Prostaglandin is a hormone-like substance secreted by the body in response to cellular stimulation caused by injury, disease 
and physiological processes. One form is PGF2Ü. It is liberated by the uterus of normal mares if they do not conceive.

The corpus luteum (CL) is the post-ovulation product in the ovary that fills the cavity left by the ovulating follicle. The CL 
secretes progesterone for the maintenance of pregnancy. If pregnancy does not occur the CL must be removed, as its continued 
presence prevents the commencement of the next oestrus cycle. Under natural normal conditions, prostaglandin is secreted 
between 8 - 12 days post-ovulation. If the mare is not pregnant this removes the CL and, within 4 – 5 days, the mare’s next 
crop of follicles start to develop and the mare shows in season.

Prostaglandin’s function is to remove the CL so the mares own natural physiological processes can develop new follicles. 
Follicles secrete oestrogen and it is this hormone that is responsible for the mare showing in season, and also in the maturing 
of the developing follicle.

You must therefore understand that prostaglandin is only the trigger to remove the CL; after that the mare has to do the rest. It 
is extremely effective at removing the CL - the reason for it apparently not functioning as an agent to ‘bring a mare on’ is not 
because it doesn’t work, but because there are other factors which may prevent follicles developing, the mare does not cycle 
and so prostaglandin is incorrectly blamed for not functioning.

Proper examination before its use and, if necessary, scanning the ovary so the CL is actually seen, will allow prostaglandin to 
work as intended.

Next issue – 
• Are there any good reasons for a aborting a foal and when can it safely be done?
• Is it difficult to transport horse semen and is its use in AI successful?
• Is it possible to tell from a mare's size and conformation whether she will carry a foal easily?
• What services do vets offer to help achieve maximum fertility?
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Dilution Genes   
(article by member Gayle Donaldson)

Genes always come in pairs and horses receive one from each parent.
In the case of horse colour, the presence of a dilution gene means less concentrated colour. Therefore, a horse affected by 
one or more of the “dilution” genes, produces a horse of a lighter colour. 
Some dilution genes work more strongly when a foal gets two copies of the gene (i.e. if both parents carry a dilute gene), 
some colours, on the other hand, are unaffected by a “double dose” of a particular dilution gene.

 Cream
The Cream gene is abbreviated “Cr” in genetic symbols.  The gene for absence of Cream is abbreviated “cr”.
 
The Cream gene is an INCOMPLETE DOMINANT gene.  This means if one gene is present, it will show (manifest) one way, 
and if two copies are present, it will show (manifest) differently
 
One Cream gene will lighten the base colours to colours such as Palomino (Chestnut base) or Buckskin (Bay/black/brown 
base colour). Both would generally have dark eyes.
 
Two Cream genes will lighten the base colours to colours such as Cremello (Chestnut base colour) or Perlino (Bay/Black/
Brown base colour.) Both colours will have blue eyes.

Dun
The Dun gene is abbreviated “D” (or sometimes “Dn”) in genetic symbols.  The gene for absence of Dun is abbreviated “d”.
 
The Dun gene is a SIMPLE DOMINANT gene.  This means that if one gene is present it will manifest fully, and if two are 
present it manifests no differently than with one.
 
The Dun gene lightens the body colour and leaves stripes of the original colour along the back and on the upper legs, and 
often other places as well.
 
Champagne
The Champagne gene is abbreviated “Ch” in genetic symbols.  The gene for absence of Champagne is abbreviated “ch”.
 
The Champagne gene is a SIMPLE DOMINANT gene.  This means that if one gene is present it will manifest fully, and if two 
are present it manifests no differently than with one.
 
The Champagne gene lightens the body colour and the skin and eye colour.  Champagne foals are born with pink skin and 
blue eyes; the pink skin colour usually deepens and always develops freckles, and the eye colour turns to amber or light 
brown.
There are many shades of Champagne dependent on base colour.
 
Silver (dapple)
The Silver gene (often referred to as Taffy) is abbreviated “Z” in genetic symbols.  The gene for absence of Silver is 
abbreviated “z”.
The Silver gene is a SIMPLE DOMINANT gene.  This means that if one gene is present it will manifest fully, and if two are 
present it manifests no differently than with one.

 The Silver gene ONLY AFFECTS BLACK PIGMENT

 The Silver gene dilutes the mane & tail on a horse with black pigment to a flaxen or silvery colour.
 The Silver gene dilutes the black pigment on the body to various colours from pale silver to darkest silver dollar or even a 
chocolate-brown shade, depending on the original base colour.

There is very little change to a Chestnut horse, as the silver allele only affects Black as stated above, though they will always 
have a flaxen/silver mane and tail.

One thing dilute genes have in common, is that they are not carried recessively.
 If a single dilute horse (that is Palomino, Buckskin, Dun or Silver), produces a solid foal, that foal cannot breed a 
dilute foal itself.
If you do not have at least one dilute parent you cannot get a dilute foal.
The double dilutes (Cremello and Perlino) can only ever produce a dilute foal no matter what they are bred to.

Much of the information above has been reproduced courtesy of Horse Colours site.
Continued overleaf...
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Cremello mare (to the left)

Perlino mare (to the right)

Silver Dapple (often referred to as 
Taffy)

Dun mare (who is also a Frame 
Overo) with a solid Dun foal. Note 

dominant dorsal stripe on both Mare 
and foal.

Palomino (Pinto) mare with Buckskin 
foal. Note black mane and tail on 
foal….points (legs) will darken as the 

foal loses her baby coat.

Burnt Buckskin Gold Champagne

Each of these Dilutions deserves an article of their own, and will be included in future issues of the magazine. This is just a 
simple explanation of each and some photo examples.

Next issue will be discussing the sought after Overo patterns.

Please feel free to send in information, questions and/or photos to MHQ for future colour discussions.  

We would like to thank members for allowing their beautiful coloured horses to be included in this article.
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Successful Breeding of Older Maiden Mares Depends on 
Several Factors

by Erin Ryder, TheHorse.com News Editor 
July 24 2007, Article # 10071

Reprinted with permission of The Horse; visit www.TheHorse.com for more horse health information and free 
weekly electronic newsletters

Success when breeding older maiden mares depends on the management of several factors that contribute to 
the retention of excessive fluid in the uterus, including insufficient lymph drainage, a uterus hanging over the 
pelvic brim, and a tight cervix, according to Jonathan Pycock, B. Vet. Med, PhD, DESM, MRCVS, of Equine 
Reproductive Services, North Yorkshire, England. Pycock explained his approach at the AAEP Convention 2006. 

“Unless your therapy program addresses all these problems, it’s going to end up not doing quite the job it ought 
to do,” Pycock said. “If you’re going to come across one of these very susceptible maiden mares, it’s important to 
pull all the stops out the first time you inseminate her.” 

Semen causes an inflammatory reaction in the uterus, prompting the production of fluid to clear the uterus of the 
semen. However, in some mares, this fluid does not clear the uterus. The resulting inflammation decreases the 
chances of embryo survival. According to Pycock, it’s normal to see fluid in the uterus up to 12 hours following 
breeding, but some mares retain fluid beyond 24 hours. These mares require some special management in 
planning the breeding process, during breeding, and after breeding to have the best chance of pregnancy 
success. 

To manage these mares, Pycock recommended practitioners understand how the uterus reacts to breeding and 
how therapeutic options will address this reaction, then formulate the best approach for their practices. 

Pycock suggested that care be taken when scheduling the breeding of these mares. Using ovulation induction 
agents can help practitioners to more accurately estimate when the mare will ovulate. Timing is important, as 
endometrial edema scores (amount of fluid in the uterus) decrease 24 to 36 hours before ovulation. It is ideal 
to breed these mares between one and three days before ovulation as long as they are naturally covered or 
inseminated with fresh semen. If permitted by the breed registration, fresh semen insemination is preferable to 
natural covering to reduce the challenge to the uterus. 

Scanning the mare for fluid often prior to breeding can help practitioners know if fluid is present, in which case 
Pycock suggests using oxytocin to clear the uterus for breeding. According to Pycock, it is easier to breed older 
maiden mares on their second ovulation of the year, as the ovulation date is easier to estimate. 

When breeding the older maiden mare, Pycock said good hygiene and opting for artificial insemination can help 
decrease the amount of bacteria in the uterus. 

“Post breeding, you’ve got to come up with a treatment protocol for situation and type of mare you’re dealing 
with,” Pycock said. 

This treatment can include the administration of oxytocin every six hours post-breeding, or every four hours in 
certain cases, alternating between short- and long-acting formulas. Pycock also suggested uterine flushing, 
broad-spectrum antibiotics, and dilating the cervix. 

NEXT ISSUE...
Foal Brag and Stallion Promotion!

Get your baby photos in to the editor BEFORE the deadline of November 1 and show off those 
gorgeous little fluffy kids!  Also promote your stallions at stud.

Don’t forget we have a FREE stud profile that no-one seems to be taking advantage of...so if you 
want to tell members of how you started in minis, now is your chance.  1/2 page and one photo is 

allowed.  FREE!



28   Miniature Horse Quarterly - Issue 16

Managing “Silent” Heat in the Mare
(source unknown)

There are various reasons for “silent” heat in the mare - some not understood completely, as we haven’t 
got inside the heads of horses yet! 

Lactational anestrus is one situation where silent heats are seen, and this (obviously) occurs following 
foaling and for about 3 months after, or sometimes until after the foal is weaned. Sometimes the mare will 
show estrus on the “foal heat” 5 to 15 or so days after foaling, and not at all from there on, and sometimes 
she will only show estrus in the absence of the foal and under heavy teasing. Many of these mares are 
having endocrinological estrus - in other words, the hormones are doing what they should be doing, and 
indeed, the mare is producing a follicle and ovulating, but she just won’t “stand” to be bred. Some of 
these mares will “break down” in the face of heavy teasing - one of the leading reasons for poor cycle/
conception rates in a live cover program (that is pregnancies achieved per estrus cycle) is a bad teasing 
regime. Some mares require teasing for up to 15 minutes - a cursory pass by the stallion’s stall eliciting 
no response is not sufficient to pronounce a mare “out” - and that teasing must be done regularly, a hit 

and miss “oh we should tease Bessie today” doesn’t cut it! 

For mares that are undergoing estrus but not showing it, monitoring ovarian activity by rectal palpation on 
an every-other-day basis, or ultrasound 2 to 3 times per week is essential. There are mares that will not 
shown any signs of estrus except for the day they are ovulating, and even then only after heavy teasing. 
The breeding of these mares would probably be missed if they were not palpated. If an impending 

ovulation is detected, and the mare will still not “stand”, then A.I. can of course be used. 

Some lactationally anestrus mares genuinely are “anestrus” - that is no hormonal activity. Often these 
mares will resume their regular estrous cycles once the foal is weaned. 

For mares that do not have foals at foot, but are apparently anestrus, probably the first line of approach 
(assuming that regular effective teasing has been carried out) is to have the mare palpated or 
ultrasounded. This will allow an evaluation of the ovarian status - i.e. whether there are “structures” 
present. A single palpation will not necessarily determine whether that “structure” is a forming follicle or 
a CL (Corpus Luteum), and a subsequent palpation may be necessary, but ultrasound will establish the 

status immediately, and is therefore preferable if available. 

If there does not appear to be follicular activity present - assuming it is the middle of the breeding season 
and winter anestrus or “transitional phase” is not a possibility, then re-assessment in 5 to 7 days, or 

hormonal assays may be called for. 

If a CL is present, then estrus can be induced with the use of the hormone Prostaglandin, or one of 
it’s analogues. This will perhaps give a better “time line” on the ensuing estrus. Further palpations or 
ultrasound may be demanded in order to pinpoint impending ovulation, and the correct time to breed. 

“Serial palpations” every other day are useful if the possibility exists. 

“Silent heat” is one of the more annoying habits of a mare, at least from a breeder’s perspective, but with 
proper monitoring in many, if not most cases, it is manageable.
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POLICY CHANGES
Members, please be advised that all horses must hold IMHR Inc. registration if they are advertised in 
this magazine.

IMHR Website
If you find that there are broken links or errors on the site, would you please report this to Brenda on 
silverstarmini@bigpond.com  If you have any other requests, please direct these to the Secretary.

DEADLINES FOR MINIATURE HORSE QUARTERLY
The deadline for advertising, articles etc is clearly written on the first page of the magazine above 
the Table of Contents.  Please note this and have all your information to the editor BY THIS DATE.  
Please also have all inclusions PRINT READY, the editor will not be proof-reading, altering and/or 
retyping any inclusions, they will be printed as received.  Thank you for your efforts.  If you do not 
have the facilities to create your own advert, IMHR office offers a design service, please contact us 
for details.

REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP
We have been getting many requests for sponsorship of open agricultural shows.
We now require a form to be completed for all requests to enable us to ensure we are tracking this 
sponsorship and that it is fairly distributed.
The forms are now available for download from the website or you may request a form from the 
office.  You must be a current financial member to request sponsorship.
Please note:  be aware that even though IMHR may sponsor classes at a show run by another 
organisation, we do not assume jurisdiction in the event of a protest.  You must follow the rules set 
down by the RAS, RNA or Show Society running that show.  If unsure, please check with the Show 
Management or Show Secretary at that show.

We can’t find you if 
we don’t have your 
correct or current 

details!

If you have changed 
your address, email or 

phone number please let us know.

It is up to you to keep us updated, 
please take the time, it is only you who 

will miss out if you don’t.

If anyone has any interesting articles they may 
have read or written and would like to share with 

other members, please send them to the editor on 
minifarm@tpg.com.au to be included in future is-

sues.

These could be health issues, natural remedies 
that are tried and true, foaling anecdotes or tips, 

show tips, breeding tips or something similar.  
Whatever you think may be of help to another 

member or a new person into the industry - send it 
along.

Let’s share and help one another if we can.

If any of the articles are not written by your personally, can 
you make sure you have permission for us to re-print them 
in the MHQ and give us the details of the author so we may 

give credit.  Thank you.

NOTICES

Reminder!
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Business Cards & Service Directory

DISCLAIMER: The publisher does not guarantee the completeness, accuracy or correctness of any information or advice contained in this publication.  Any information or advice is solely for 
the interest of readers and before placing any reliance on it, the reader must investigate and evaluate it to determine the appropriateness in the readers’ personal circumstances.   The publisher 
accepts no responsibility for loss or damage of any kind resulting from reliance on any information or advice.  IMHR prints advertisements provided by advertisers but gives no warranty and 
makes no representation as to the truth, accuracy or sufficiency of any description, photograph or statement therein.
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MHQ 19

To have a horse in your life is a gift. 
In the matter of a few short years, a horse can teach a young girl courage, if she chooses to grab mane and hang on for dear life. Even the smallest of ponies is mightier than 
the tallest of girls. To conquer the fear of falling off, having one’s toes crushed, or being publicly humiliated at a horse show is an admirable feat for any child. For that, we can be 
grateful.

Horses teach us responsibility. Unlike a bicycle or a computer, a horse needs regular care and most of it requires that you get dirty and smelly and up off the couch. Choosing to 
leave your cozy kitchen to break the crust of ice off the water buckets is to choose responsibility. When our horses dip their noses and drink heartily; we know we’ve made the right 
choice.

Learning to care for a horse is both an art and a science. Some are easy keepers, requiring little more than regular turn-out, a flake of hay, and a trough of clean water. Others will 
test you - you’ll struggle to keep them from being too fat or too thin. You’ll have their feet shod regularly only to find shoes gone missing. Some are so accident-prone you’ll swear 
they’re intentionally finding new ways to injure themselves. 

If you weren’t raised with horses, you can’t know that they have unique personalities. You’d expect this from dogs, but horses? Indeed, there are clever horses, grumpy horses, 
and even horses with a sense of humor. Those prone to humor will test you by finding new ways to escape from the barn when you least expect it.

Horses can be timid or brave, lazy or athletic, obstinate or willing. You will hit it off with some horses and others will elude you altogether. There are as many “types” of horses as 
there are people - which makes the whole partnership thing all the more interesting.

If you’ve never ridden a horse, you probably assume it’s a simple thing you can learn in a weekend. You can, in fact, learn the basics on a Sunday, but to truly ride well takes a 
lifetime. Working with a living being is far more complex than turning a key in the ignition and putting the car or tractor in “drive.” In addition to listening to your instructor, your horse 
will have a few things to say to you as well. On a good day, he’ll be happy to go along with the program and tolerate your mistakes; on a bad day, you’ll swear he’s trying to kill you. 
Perhaps he’s naughty or perhaps he’s fed up with how slowly you’re learning his language. Regardless, the horse will have an opinion. He may choose to challenge you (which 
can ultimately make you a better rider) or he may carefully carry you over fences - if it suits him. It all depends on the partnership - and partnership is what it’s all about.

If you face your fears, swallow your pride, and are willing to work at it, you’ll learn lessons in courage, commitment, and compassion in addition to basic survival skills. You’ll 
discover just how hard you’re willing to work toward a goal, how little you know, and how much you have to learn.

And, while some people think the horse “does all the work”, you’ll be challenged physically as well as mentally. Your horse may humble you completely. Or, you may find that sitting 
on his back is the closest you’ll get to heaven.

You can choose to intimidate your horse, but do you really want to? The results may come more quickly, but will your work ever be as graceful as that gained through trust? The 
best partners choose to listen, as well as to tell. When it works, we experience a sweet sense of accomplishment brought about by smarts, hard work, and mutual understanding 
between horse and rider. These are the days when you know with absolute certainty that your horse is enjoying his work.

If we make it to adulthood with horses still in our lives, most of us have to squeeze riding into our over saturated schedules; balancing our need for things equine with those of our 
households and employers. There is never enough time to ride, or to ride as well as we’d like. Hours in the barn are stolen pleasures.

If it is in your blood to love horses, you share your life with them. Our horses know our secrets; we braid our tears into their manes and whisper our hopes into their ears. A barn is 
a sanctuary in an unsettled world, a sheltered place where life’s true priorities are clear: a warm place to sleep, someone who loves us, and the luxury of regular meals. Some of us 
need these reminders. When you step back, it’s not just about horses - it’s about love, life, and learning. On any given day, a friend is celebrating the birth of a foal, a blue ribbon, 
or recovery from an illness. That same day, there is also loss: a broken limb, a case of colic, a decision to sustain a life or end it gently. As horse people, we share the accelerated 
life cycle of horses: the hurried rush of life, love, loss, and death that caring for these animals brings us. When our partners pass, it is more than a moment of sorrow.

We mark our loss with words of gratitude for the ways our lives have been blessed. Our memories are of joy, awe, and wonder. Absolute union. We honor our horses for their brave 
hearts, courage, and willingness to give.

To those outside our circle, it must seem strange. To see us in our muddy boots, who would guess such poetry lives in our hearts? We celebrate our companions with praise worthy 
of heroes. Indeed, horses have the hearts of warriors and often carry us into and out of fields of battle. Listen to stories of that once-in-a-lifetime horse; of journeys made and 
challenges met. The best of horses rise to the challenges we set before them, asking little in return.

Those who know them understand how fully a horse can hold a human heart. Together, we share the pain of sudden loss and the lingering taste of long-term illness. We shoulder 
the burden of deciding when or whether to end the life of a true companion.

In the end, we’re not certain if God entrusts us to our horses--or our horses to us. Does it matter? We’re grateful God loaned us the horse in the first place.

Author Unknown

MHQ 19

Tiny Town foals making it easy for their farrier.  

Casper is very cooperative and Chief is request-
ing to be next in line.

If any members have cute photos, please send 
them in for inclusion in the magazine.
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